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Art 

The Art GCSE is a two year course starting in year 10. During the course the students are 

encouraged to increasingly work more independently. The GCSE is marked according to 

Assessment Objectives (AO’s), the course of study aims to satisfy these requirements with a 

growing emphasis on research, annotation and personal journey.  

This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all 
assessments at the end of the course and in the same series. 

The GCSE include questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to: 

• bring together the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired during their course of 
study 

• select and present work produced during their studies to demonstrate attainment, 
reflecting a holistic approach to coverage of the assessment objectives 

• make connections between knowledge, understanding and skills when engaging with 
sources such as the work of artists, craftspeople and designers and when applying 
working methods and processes appropriate to one or more of: 

o a starting point, stimulus or issue-based concern 
o a design brief or problem requiring a solution 
o a task which specifies an outcome such as an image, artefact or product. 

There is synoptic assessment in both components of the GCSE that provides rigour and presents 
opportunities for students as follows: 

In Component 1 (portfolio, mostly completed in year 10 , with the sustained phase completed 
in year 11) students develop responses to initial starting points, project briefs or specified tasks 
and realise intentions informed by research, the development and refinement of ideas and 
meaningful engagement with selected sources. Responses will include evidence of drawing for 
different purposes and needs and written annotation. 

In Component 2 (externally set assignment, which is completed in year 11) students respond to 
a starting point provided by AQA. This response provides evidence of the student’s ability to 



work independently within specified time constraints, realise intentions that are personal and 
meaningful and explicitly address the requirements of all four assessment objectives. 

 

Aims and learning outcomes 

Courses based on this specification should encourage students to: 

• actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as 
effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 
minds 

• develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making 
images, artefacts and products 

• become confident in taking risks and learn from experience when exploring and 
experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques 

• develop critical understanding through investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, 
technical and expressive skills 

• develop and refine ideas and proposals, personal outcomes or solutions with increasing 
independence 

• acquire and develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media, 
materials, techniques, processes and technologies with purpose and intent 

• develop knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in historical and 
contemporary contexts, societies and cultures 

• develop an awareness of the different roles and individual work practices evident in the 
production of art, craft and design in the creative and cultural industries 

• develop an awareness of the purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design 
in a variety of contexts and as appropriate to students’ own work 

• demonstrate safe working practices in art, craft and design. 

Assessment objectives 

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Art and 
Design specifications and all exam boards. 

The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following 
assessment objectives. 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 



• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual language. 

 

 

Assessment objective weightings for GCSE Art and Design 

Assessment objectives (AOs) Component weightings (approx %) Overall weighting (approx %) 

Component 1 Component 2 

AO1 15 10 25 

AO2 15 10 25 

AO3 15 10 25 

AO4 15 10 25 

Overall weighting of components 60 40 100 

 

 

2021 / 2022 units 

In year 10 the student work on component one which accounts for 60% of the overall mark. 

This is split into two teacher led units: 

Natural Form  

Identity 

Natural Form – GCSE UNIT 1 

 

 



We will start this unit investigating the form of a leaf and ways in which we can capture the 

essence of the leaf. 

Through processes such as rubbing, drawing, painting and printing we will work in a wide 

variety of materials and mediums building up to creating some unique and individual paper 

sculptures. Ideas formed through  

As the students will experiment with clay and plaster as they continue their investigations 

through relief pictures. 

Over Christmas the students will undertake some time lapse photography. These photographs 

will provide the starting point for some drawings and paintings focussing on improving drawing 

and painting skills. The students will learn how to break images down  in order to capture more 

complex forms. 

We will conclude Natural form with an artist study, as a crucial part of the GCSE curriculum we 

will conduct the study together and the students will the plan and realise individual responses 

to their research. 

 

Identity and disguise – GCSE UNIT 2 

During term 2 we will start on the second teacher led project – Identity and Disguise. 

 

The themes of identity and disguise have long been used by artists to create imaginative and 

fascinating art work. 

The students will gather both primary and secondary sources to develop their own ideas on 

how they could explore these themes. The students will create acrylic and mixed media 

paintings and design a clay mask, overcoming technical challenges as they create it. 



At this point the students take on another artist study of their own choosing and work more 

independently as they form conclusions from their research. 

Government guidelines allowing, the students will go on an art gallery/museum trip this year.  

 

 

YEAR 11 

In year 11 the students work on 2 self-directed projects, driving their own research and 

realising individual and personal realisations. 

September – December 

The students complete a sustained phase of work where they chose a theme from a past paper. 

As they research their theme through primary and secondary sources they will experiment with 

appropriate techniques, materials and ideas following their own personal journeys to a 

realisation that will be created in a 10 hour mock exam during December. This concludes the 

coursework element started in year 10 (60% of the marks). 

 

January – May 

The students receive the set paper from AQA (40% of marks). 

This is approached in the same way as the sustained phase, students conduct their own 

investigations leading to personal and individual realisations. This is a student led, independent 

project. 

The final exam where students create their final realisations will be held over 2 days in early 

May. 

Art lessons after the exam are spent organising the coursework portfolio ready for submission. 

 

 

 


