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 Autumn Term  

  
LITERACY 

 
MATHS 

 
SCIENCE 

 
HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY 

AUTUMN 
TERM 
 
 
 

Stories in familiar settings: Listen to stories 
and express their opinions, make predictions 
about what will happen, explore characters 
and invent their own based on the models I 
the stories. Use the simple story structures to 
plan their own story books and illustrate 
these. The children will be focusing on 
constructing and demarcating clear 
sentences using adjectives and adverbs. The 
grammar focus will also include extending 
sentences using conjunctions. 
 
Traditional tales: share a range of traditional 
stories and discuss the structure, common 
features and well known phrases used.  
Explore characteristics of heroes and villains 
and link this to character description and the 
use of appropriate adjectives and adverbs. 
Children will use their imagination to change 
the plot of a traditional story. 
 
Letters: Children focus on the features of 
letter writing including layout, appropriate 
language and conjunctions within sentences. 
They will have a go at writing their own 
letters following models they have studied in 
class. 
 

Reading and Ordering Numbers (to 100 and beyond). 
Counting in 1s, 2s, 3s,  5s, 10s 
Place Value – compare and order 2 and then 3 digit 
numbers, partitioning and understanding the value of 
digits in 3 digit numbers as hundreds, tens and units. 
Addition and Subtraction – Use multiple of 5 and 10 
bonds to 100 to solve additions and subtractions; add 
and subtract 1-digit numbers to and from 2-digit 
numbers. Add 3-digit and 2-digit numbers using mental 
strategies; add two 3-digit numbers using mental 
strategies or by using column addition 
Know multiplication and division facts for the 5, 10, 2, 
4 and 3 times-tables; doubling and halving. 
Time/shape - Know and understand the calendar, 
including days, weeks, months, years; tell the time to 
o’clock; half past; quarter past and to the hour on 
analogue and digital clocks; know the properties of 3D 
shapes. 
Calculation and mental Strategies - Use known 
number facts to inform calculations including doubles, 
number bonds to 10, 20, 100 and focusing on place 
value to support calculations with 2/3 digit numbers. 
We will continue to work with Dienes base ten 
equipment, number lines and 100 squares to support 
mathematical understanding and mental arithmetic. 
Money – the value of coins, finding totals and giving 
change using partitioning to add/subtract tens, units. 
Doubling and Halving – build strategies to work with 

Animals Including Humans - 
Keeping Healthy 

We will develop specialised 
knowledge, skills and 
understanding in nutrition, 
muscles, bones and joints 
and even conduct their own 
research 

Light - Light and Shadows 
During this block the children 
will create their own shadow 
puppet play using your 
expert knowledge and skills 
on light and shadows. They 
will make a theatre and 
puppets for the show in 
groups and conduct their 
own investigations on 

History: Prehistoric Britain 
(Stone Age to Iron Age) – The 
children will journey through a 
million years of prehistory 
starting with the Stone Age and 
going right through to the end 
of the Iron Age. They will 
discover how humans first 
came to Britain; how they lived; 
and what developments were 
made in each era. 
 The children will develop their 
understanding of chronology 
helping them to place this 
period in history in a context. 
They will explore the use of 
archaeological evidence to 
support discoveries about the 
past and to learn about how 
people lived in ancient Britain. 
 
Geography of the British Isles: 
This work will be incorporated 
into the history topic and our 
focus will be map work - 
identifying the British Isles, the 
countries within the British Isles 
and their capitals. 
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Information texts: the children will revisit 
the features of non-fiction texts and plan and 
research their own fact files based on topic 
texts. 
 
Poetry: We will explore poems including 
classical poems and the rap poetry of 
Benjamin Zephaniah. 
 
Phonics and High Frequency Words will be 
taught throughout the term in class and 1:1 
sessions. 

numbers to 100. 
Measuring Length- non-standard and standard units to 
measure length in cm and mm. 
Measuring capacity – non-standard and standard units 
to measure amounts using litres and millilitres. 
Data handling – draw and interpret bar charts, 
pictograms. 
Times table revision weekly…please work on these at 
home throughout the year. 

shadows, light and 
reflections. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE UNICORN SCHOOL 
Elm Class 2016/17 

CURRICULUM OUTLINE 

 Autumn Term  

 

  
IT 

 
RE 

 
MUSIC 

 
ART/DT 

 
PE / Activities 

 
PSHCE 

AUTUMN 1 
 
 
 

Developing Images: 
Working with art 
programmes we will 
explore how different 
techniques can be 
achieved digitally. 
E-Safety: 

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptabl
e behaviour; identify a 
range of ways to report 
concerns about content 
and contact. 

What do Hindu’s 
Celebrate: We will learn 
about special occasions in 
Hindu childhood; Hindu 
weddings; and the 
festivals of Raksha 
Bandhan, Ganesh 
Chaturthi and Divali. 

 
 

Bringing together the 
basics: Playing an 
instrument in a 
controlled way: 
discriminate between 
rests, long and short 
notes and include 
dynamics.  The 
emphasis will be on 
timbre to get across a 
character or 
atmosphere. 

Printing and Stencilling: 
Pupils will consolidate 
their knowledge of how 
to draw animals by 
making a simple 
reduction print using 
foam board/potatoes. 
They will make stencils 
of prehistoric animal to 
create ‘cave art 
paintings’. 

Our sport will be 
at Tilsley Park… 
Hockey. 
 

 
 

 
We will go to 
Forest School on 
Friday afternoon. 

It’s our World! 
A focus on rules, laws, democracy 
and parliament. Learning about our 
role as a global citizen and our 
responsibilities to preserve the 
environment (e.g. climate change – 
how can we play our part?) 
 

AUTUMN 2 
 
 
 

Word Processing Skills: 
A focus on building 
word processing skills 
to enable children to 
begin to record their 
work on the computer 
more confidently. 
 
E-Safety: 
Anti-bullying, cyber-
bullying. 

Christmas Around the 
World: We will learn 
about Christmas 
traditions in different 
countries and the 
children will be involved 
with Christmas activities 
across the curriculum, in 
addition to a focus during 
R.E lessons. 
 

Singing Christmas 
carols: Children will 
have opportunities to 
sing in front of an 
audience as a whole 
school as well as in a 
smaller group in a 
concert at the end of 
term. 

‘Young Art Oxford’ 
competition: Every year 
there is an annual 
competition where the 
winners have their work 
displayed in The 
prestigious museum in 
Oxford called The 
Ashmoleum. This year’s 
theme is ‘The world we 
live in’. 
 

Our sport will be 
at Tilsley 
Park…Rugby. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Say No! 
We will think about taking risks and 
potential consequences. The children 
will be taught about drugs/medicine 
and introduced to the concept of 
legal and illegal drugs. We will talk 
about the health implications of 
smoking and drinking alcohol and 
learn ways to resist peer pressure. 
The children will be reminded how to 
identify bullying and what to do if 
they are being bullied. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0tIzkyP3OAhVHPhQKHX--DzYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photography-field-hockey-player-cartoon-style-vector-image38720402&bvm=bv.131783435,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEUGkEuSh16GfdYyQl7FM775zWP8w&ust=1473348429688169
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 Spring Term  
 Literacy Maths Science History/Geography 

SPRING  
TERM 

 

Books by the Same Illustrator: We 
will read and discuss stories and 
illustrations. The children will write 
and illustrate their own stories. 
 
Stories with a Fantasy Element: We 
will link our work with our topic and 
focus on Greek myths. We will 
explore the structure, plot, sequence 
and dialogue within stories. We will 
adapt a myth. 
 
Non-Chronological Reports: Our 
history work on Ancient Greece will 
be the stimulus for our non-fiction 
writing and will include non-
chronological reports about unicorns 
and mythical beasts. 
 
Recounts – We will focus on 
sentence and text organisation 
linked to our topic on Ancient 
Greece and retell some famous 
stories of Greek heroes and Gods 
from different perspectives. 
 
Poetry: We will explore humorous 
poems and a collection of poems by 

Number and Place Value – compare 3 digit numbers and 
place these on number line. Compare numbers using <>; 
rounding numbers; properties of numbers. 
Multiplication and division –revisit tables (weekly practice) 
and practise calculations for division. Develop 
understanding of division as the inverse of multiplication. 
Fractions of shapes, quantities - Identify 1/2s, 1/3s, 1/4,s 
1/6s, and 1/8s; realise how many of each make a whole; 
find equivalent fractions; place fractions on a 0 to 1 line; 
find fractions of amounts. 
Addition and subtraction – practise calculations to improve 
consistent methods, solve simple worded problems. 
2 D shapes - name and list simple properties of 2D shapes; 
begin to understand and use the term perimeter to mean 
the length/distance around the edge (border) of a 2D shape; 
begin to calculate using a ruler. 
Angles - Recognise right angles and know they are 90°; 
understand angles are measured in degrees; recognise ° as 
the symbol for the measurement of degrees;; know a right 
angle is a quarter turn; know 360° is a full turn; begin to 
understand angles and identify size of angles in relation to 
90°. 
Place Value - Understand place-value in 3-digit numbers; 
separate 3-digit numbers into hundreds, tens, and ones; 
add two 3-digit numbers using vertical written addition 
(expanded); add 2- and 3- digit numbers using vertical 
written addition. 
Addition and subtraction - Add 2 2-digit and 3 digit 

Rocks -compare and group 
together different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their 
appearance and simple 
physical properties Describe in 
simple terms how fossils are 
formed when things that have 
lived are trapped within rock. 
Recognise that soils are made 
from rocks and organic matter. 

 

Forces and magnets -compare 
how things move on different 
surfaces. Notice that some 
forces need contact between 2 
objects, but magnetic forces 
can act at a distance. Observe 
how magnets attract or repel 
each other and attract some 
materials and not others. 
Compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials 

The Ancient Greeks 
We will learn about the 
people, inventions, art, 
technology and mythology 
from Ancient Greece. Term 3 
will focus on the organisation 
of the city states and their 
leaders and fighters. In term 
4 we will focus on what it 
was like to live in Ancient 
Greece; homes, schools, 
food, day to day life. 
 

 
 
Europe and Greece today 
We will look at the 
geography of Europe, locate 
the countries on simple 
maps and the countries 
bordering the Mediterranean 
Sea, 
As part of our topic work on 

Ancient Greece, we will learn 
about some of the physical 
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the same author. 
 
Phonics and High Frequency Words 
will be taught throughout the term 
in class and 1:1 sessions. 

numbers using mental methods and partitioning 
Subtract - solve subtractions of 3-digit - 3-digit numbers 
using counting up (Frog); use counting up and counting back 
as strategies to perform mental subtractions; choose to 
solve a given subtraction by counting up or counting back. 
 
Multiplication and division – practise multiplication tables 
2, 3, 4, 5, 10 and related division facts. Solve simple word 
problems related to multiplication and division. 
Time – reading analogue clocks: o’clock; half past; quarter 
past and to the hour; 5 minute intervals. Understand 
concept of duration and calculate time a given interval or 
duration. 
Times table revision weekly…please work on these at 
home throughout the year. 

 

on the basis of whether they 
are attracted to a magnet, and 
identify some magnetic 
materials. Describe magnets as 
having 2 poles. Predict whether 
2 magnets will attract or repel 
each other, depending on 
which poles are facing. 

 

 

and human features of 
modern Greece and current 

Greek today. 
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 Spring Term  

 

 IT RE Music Art/DT PE PSHCE 

SPRING 1 
 
 

Email – We will learn to 
open, create and send 
emails to each other with a 
simple internal email system. 
The children will send and 
reply to each other’s emails. 
 
E-Safety:  
Talking safely online. 
 
 

What did Jesus teach us? 
We will find out about the 
life of Jesus, as well as 
some of the stories, 
actions and speeches that 
inspire millions of people 
around the world to live by 
his teachings 

 
Christian Rights of 
Passage: 
We will learn about the 
Important stages in 
Christians lives which is 
called  rites of passage and 
are usually celebrated or 
marked by religious 
groups. In Christianity, this 
is usually birth, baptism, 
coming of age, marriage 
and death. 
 

Graphic scores: Pupils 
will experience playing 
as an ensemble, reading 
from graphic scores. 
They will learn that 
keeping in time and in 
sequence is important. 
They will create their 
own graphic score for a 
class performance at the 
end of term. 

D.T: Pneumatics 
We will create our own 
moving monsters based 
on Greek mythological 
creatures. 
 

Our sport will be at Tilsley 
Park… 
Basketball  / Netball 
 
We will go swimming at 
Radley School on Friday 
afternoon. 

 
 

Who Likes Chocolate? 
Our work will focus on 
the real cost of 
chocolate: What is fair 
trade?; the impact of 
consumer power, the 
media and advertising. 
We will also recognise 
and challenge 
stereotypes.  
 

SPRING 2 
 

 

Modelling Control / 
Programming – We will 
learn how to create and 
debug simple programs. 
These will be based on 
creating their own computer 
games. 
 
E-Safety:  
Identify a range of ways to 
report concerns about 
content and contact. 

Rhythm:  The class will 
play a piece made up of 
different rhythms. 
Words which have a 
variety of syllables will 
be used to help them 
with timing and 
consistency. This will be 
played initially on 
percussion and then 
transferred on to boom 
whackers. 

Art: Collage, mixed 
media, clay  
Our work will link to our 
topic work in history. We 
will create 3D models, 
pots and sculptures.. 

Our sport will be at Tilsley 
Park…Football. 
 
We will go swimming at 
Radley School on Friday 
afternoon. 

 
 
 
 

Money Matters! 
We will learn about 
different methods of 
payment; family 
expenses and budgeting; 
charity work and 
fundraising. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGhJ220dfOAhXCAxoKHRUmBbAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-cartoon-boy-swimming-image14139864&psig=AFQjCNGtvqgUbJgUsQff9wfWOcn9iTaBfg&ust=1472045087892825
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGhJ220dfOAhXCAxoKHRUmBbAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-cartoon-boy-swimming-image14139864&psig=AFQjCNGtvqgUbJgUsQff9wfWOcn9iTaBfg&ust=1472045087892825
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 Summer Term   

 Literacy Maths Science History/Geography 

SUMMER  
TERM 
 

 
 

Stories from the recent past: We will 
listen to, enjoy and retell stories by 
contemporary authors and write our own 
story based on familiar characters. 
 
Persuasive Writing / Discussion and 
Letter Writing: Persuasive writing in the 
form of letter writing, drawing on the 
themes learnt about in our topic work. 
 
Instructions and explanation Texts – This 
non-fiction unit will link with our topic 
and science work. 
 
Poems of the world: We will explore 
poems about nature, particularly linked 
to the theme of water. We will write our 
own verse or change a poem. 
 
Phonics and High Frequency Words will 
be taught throughout the term in class 
and 1:1 sessions. 
 

Place Value – compare and order 2, 3 and 4 digit 
numbers. 
Addition and Subtraction – Add 3-digit and 2-
digit numbers using mental strategies; add two 3-
digit numbers using mental strategies or by using 
column addition 
Add 2 digit and then  3-digit and 1-digit numbers 
mentally, using number facts;  
Subtaction - subtract 1-digit numbers from 3-digit 
numbers mentally using number facts; add and 
subtract multiples of 10 by counting on and back 
in 10s and using number facts to cross 100s; 
Solve Problems - Continue to practise a range of 
different strategies and use known number facts 
to solve 1 and 2 step problems. 
Multiplication – function machines to solve 
multiplication calculations. 
Division - Solve division questions without 
remainders.  
Data handling – interpret bar charts and 
pictograms. 
Weight –compare and measure weights in 
multiples of 100g; know how many grams are in a 
kilogram; estimate and weigh objects to the 
nearest 100g 
Fractions – order fractions with same 
denominator, begin to recognise equivalences of 
1/2; add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator. 

Plants-We will identify and 
describe the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers. 
Explore the requirements of plants 
for life and growth (air, light, 
water, nutrients from soil, and 
room to grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant. Investigate the 
way in which water is transported 
within plants. Explore the part that 
flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and 
seed dispersal 

 

Deserts of the World 
We will learn what a desert is and 
where the major deserts of the world 
are, as well exploring the physical 
and human geography of the desert 
biome, looking at: climate; 
formations; uses; communities; and 
desertification. 
 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clipart+the+blue+planet&view=detailv2&&id=CC36B3229993D2FE1F639D337609748FBDE87D3F&selectedIndex=4&ccid=nYlY6wFI&simid=608040342235579269&thid=OIP.M9d8958eb014865230ce7c3edfddae5e6H0
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Addition: Consolidation of mental methods - Use 
column addition to add three 2- and 3-digit 
numbers together and four 2- and 3-digit 
numbers together; subtract  
Subtraction – revisit methods to subtract by 
counting up or using known number facts to 
subtract tens or units by partitioning. 
Multiplication – weekly tables practice 
Use the grid method to multiply 2-digit numbers 
by 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8; estimate products; divide 
using chunking, with and without remainders; 
decide whether to use multiplication or division 
to solve word problems 
Shape - Identify, name and draw horizontal, 
vertical, perpendicular, parallel and diagonal 
lines, angles and symmetry in 2D shapes; 
measure the perimeter of 2D shapes by counting 
and measuring with a ruler; 
Time - Revision of telling the time using analogue 
clocks/digital clocks. 
Fractions - Recognise tenths. 
Times table revision weekly…please work on 
these at home throughout the year. 
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 Summer Term   

 

 
 

IT RE Music Art/DT PE PSHCE 

SUMMER 1 
 

   
 

 

Branching Databases – 
We will learn how to use 
and create branching 
databases. This work will 
link with our work in 
science. 
 
E-Safety:  
Things for sale - examine 
product websites and 
advertising. 
 
 

An introduction to Islam 
and Islamic Rights of 
Passage:  
We  will explore 
similarities/differences in 
the way in which 
commitment to faith is 
expressed in the Islamic 
faith. They will have the 
opportunity to express 
their own ideas  and make 
links with the experience 

of others. 

 

Continuation with work 
on rhythms: Pupils learn 
the names and values of 
notes and read rhythms 
as sheet music. 
 
 

Colour mixing: (puffy 
fish) The blue planet. 
Work towards a whole 
class underwater 
mural/collage  

Our sport will be at Tilsley 
Park… Athletics 
 

 
 

People Around Us 
Our focus will be to explore 
people’s similarities and 
differences; how we are all 
connected and how to live 
and work together 
cooperatively. We will learn 
about recognising and 
challenging prejudice e.g. 
gender stereotypes.  
 

SUMMER 2 
 

Handling Data – The 
children will collate and 
displaying data using 
spreadsheets, bar charts 
and line graphs. 
 
E-Safety:  
Powerful passwords. 
 
 

The 
Recorder/Xylophone: 
Pupils learn fingerings 
on the recorder and 
they will have 
opportunities to play by 
ear as well read sheet 
music. 

Making Sandwiches: 
pupils will make choices 
about what bread and 
filling would go together. 
A team work activity in 
organising and preparing 
a whole class picnic. 

Our sport will be at Tilsley 
Park… Tennis 
 

 

Growing Up 
An introduction the changes 
which take place as we grow 
up, with a focus on life 
cycles. 
To think about our wishes, 
hopes and dreams and to 
understand that change can 
be positive and negative. 

 

 

 


